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Friday 6th November 2015 
From Mrs May 

Our holiday club was a big success. It was well attended and the children enjoyed a week of 

Halloween activities and fun. Many of you will have seen the spooky castle they made, which is 

displayed in the reception area. Thank you to Mrs Mahnaz for organising it. I know that she already 

has plans for recycling it for a special Christmas display, so watch out. 

 

It’s been another busy week, as we start the new half term. I have already heard songs being 

practised, as the children prepare to entertain their parents at the various Christmas shows coming 

up. Please make sure you have the dates in your diary. You will not be disappointed! 

On Monday, Mrs Arya, Aaradita’s mum (FA) taught us all about Diwali in our school assembly. We 

enjoyed her Powerpoint presentation and heard the story about Rama and Sita. Thank you very 

much.  

We are making some small changes to how we celebrate the children’s achievements. We currently 

display leaves on a tree outside the main office and then these leaves are transferred to certificates, 

which are given out to the children at the end of each half term. We have decided, however, that in 

some cases, there is quite a wait between the leaf being written and the certificate being awarded 

and we are keen to give more instant feedback. So we are going to award the certificates weekly, 

instead of half termly, and then display the actual certificates on the tree. Keep an eye out because 

the tree is about to start looking very seasonal. We hope you like the change. 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. If you are going to a display, enjoy the fireworks and keep safe. 

Happy Diwali to those of you who are celebrating next week.  
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From Mr Livesey 

Staff (continued) 

Margaret Farmer and Karima Ouchene 

We wish to thank Margaret (14 years at Longwood) 

and Karima (3 years) for all their hard work in the baby 

and toddler unit. Both have such a calm, caring and 

lovely nature and have had significant experience 

bringing up their own families. Margaret’s husband 

Keith and son Richard have undertaken all the building 

and maintenance work at Longwood as well as the 

cleaning for around 20 years.  Karima holds many 

qualifications and continues her training in providing support for children. Children are happy and 

willing to go to both of them every morning and they have received much praise from parents and 

colleagues over the years.  

New Laptop Storage Cupboard 

We continue to invest in new IT equipment, and this week have invested in a new storage unit for all 

the children’s laptops. It allows them to be safely stored and charged overnight for easy use. Thank 

you Mr Sheldon, a former Longwood parent, who has provided IT support for several years. 

 

LKS2 Roman Day 

On Wednesday, LKS2 were treated 

to an in-school Roman workshop. 

Dan Shadrake (of Horrible Histories 

fame) led the day and later that 

evening sent me an email, which I 

think is worth sharing with our 

whole school community. 

“…The staff were very kind, helpful 

and professional, especially Miss 

Cowan … the children were very 

polite, well-behaved and obviously 

knew a lot about the Roman period 

of history before I arrived... a real 

credit to her as a teacher and indeed your school. It made my day very easy and we were able to 

cover so many aspects of Roman life; (medicine, engineering, communication, diet and the Roman 

army) that I don't normally get to talk about because so much of the day is spent trying to organise 

the children, but your pupils were very keen, attentive, helpful and well informed.” 
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UKS2 Visit to Holdenby House by Lily, Henrietta and Luca 

At the start of 

the day, we 

were taken to a 

room that was 

decorated with 

Tudor artefacts. 

We were split 

into two groups. 

The first group 

made soap (not 

using animal fat). To make a nice scent, we added lavender and oats. The other group made Tussie 

Mussies, which were used to disguise bad smells when the people went into the streets, as they 

threw all their food and sewage out of the windows. The mistress showed us how to make bread, 

butter, pottage and sugar plates (cookies). We haven’t tried them yet! We did a heraldry workshop 

and designed our own shields and we were also introduced to piking where you have a really long 

pole and you use it to stab people in battles. Sneakily, we managed to get a quick look at the 

falconry as Mrs Bresler had been cheeky and persuaded the man to let us in. We saw some amazing 

birds of prey. It was a brilliant day out.  

 

Apple Room 

Last week, children in Apple had a whale of a time playing in the autumn leaves. 
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Oak Room 

The Oak Group has received packs of Early Years games, magnetic and wooden puzzles and learning 

equipment, as well as new dolls’ clothes and talking clipboards. We have had a very creative month 

making Rangoli coloured rice patterns and Diva lamps from clay. We experimented with shapes and 

made a rocket from the children’s footprints. The children have been busy mark-making on black 

sugar paper with pastel colours, and using cars and stickle bricks to create firework pictures for Guy 

Fawkes Night. We have also been making poppies for Remembrance Sunday. Please visit and see our 

colourful displays.   

 

 

Reminders 

A reminder that children in FA – UKS2 need to wear the regulation school coat. Other coats are not 

acceptable. If necessary, a fleece or sweater may be worn underneath. As the weather gets colder, 

please ensure that your children have Longwood green or black hats and gloves (all named, of 

course). 

The Rotary Shoebox Appeal deadline was Friday 6th November. If you still have a box, please can you 

return it asap. Please also return empty boxes, so that they can be reused next year. 

 

Children In Need – 13th November 

As part of this national event, we are encouraging all children in the school and the nursery to dress 

up as a Hero for the day and donate £1 which will go towards the Children In Need appeal. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Event Date Time & Place Notes 

KS1 Victorian School 
workshop 

Wednesday 11th 
November 

In school time  

Children in Need Friday 13th November All day Children to dress up as 
a hero and donate £1 

FoL AGM Wednesday 18th 
November 

7.30pm – in the 
school hall 

All welcome 
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Movie Night Friday 27th November 7pm – 8.30pm in the 
school hall 

For KS1 and KS2 
children 

FT/FW nativity Thursday 3rd December 9.45 in the school 
hall 

All parents and 
families invited 

FA/KS1 Christmas 
performance 

Thursday 3rd December 1.45 in the school 
hall 

All parents and 
families invited 

Mr Marvel to visit 
FT/FW/Oak 

Tuesday 8th December 9.15 – 10.15  

KS2 Christmas 
performance 

Tuesday 8th December 2pm in the school 
hall 

All parents and 
families invited 

Pantomime (Watford 
Palace) 

Wednesday 9th 
December 

2pm-5pm FA-UKS2 children will 
return to school at 
about 5pm 

School Christmas 
dinner 

Thursday 10th December Lunch time Sorry – only for 
children and staff! 

School Holidays  Monday 14th December 
– Monday 4th January 

 Day-care available 
every day, apart from 
bank holidays 

UKS2 trip to London 
Museums 

Tuesday 26th January 8.15am drop off at 
Stanmore tube 
station, return 
3.30/4pm at Bushey 
station 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack needed 

Open Evening Thursday 28th January 7pm in the school 
hall 

All nursery and pre-
school parents asked 
to attend 

Summer Fete Saturday 25th June 12pm – 3pm in the 
school grounds 

More details to follow 

 

 

 



 

 

 


